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MRS. CHAIKA SHUMAN
. . . matriarch Sokolifker

SOKOLIFKE BUMPER-STICKER

Sokolifke

. . . more than 80 have been put on cars

Buffalonians preserve memory
of area’s transplanted shtetl

Sokolifke was once a shtetl in Western
Russia. |

It was a small village of one-story homes
and 3,100 inhabitants, 80% of them Jewish.

But Sokolifke does not exist anymore.

[t was torn apart by pogroms, emptied by

emigration, and finally destroyed, along

with 33,000 other villages, by the Nazis.

In its place today stands a Soviet farm.

Though Sokolifke 1s not a reality in the
Soviet Union today, 1t 1s a vivid memory to
many Buffalo area residents.

When Sokolifke’s Jews began to leave in
thes midst of the World War I pogroms, the
road for many of them ended here. No exact
figures are available, but Charles Shuman
of Williamsville, the son of Sokolitke na-
tives, estimates that 75% of the village’s
Jewish emigrants settled in Buffalo.

Few Sokolifke natives are alive today, but
“a couple hundred’ of their descendants live
in the Buffalo area, according to Dr. Max

GGelman., a Town of Tonawanda dentist
whose father was born 1n Sokolifke.

One of those descendants. Dr. Reuben

| Kaiser, a Williamsville phvsiotherapist,

whose mother migrated from Sokolifke, is
trying to keep the village’s memory alive.
Through bumper-stickers.
He read an advertisement a year ago
about a local firm that produces custom-

made bumper-stickers. He ordered two with
the words: “SOKOLIFKERS ARE BEAU-
TIFULY

It was ““‘sort of a nostalgia thing. .. sort of
a ‘Roots’ thing,” Dr. Kaiser explains.
Everywhere he drove he received requests
for the bumper-stickers. He had more
printed, a dozen at a time, until the demand
“mushroomed” beyond his control.

“People stopped me in the street, people
followed me,” Dr. Kaiser says. He turned the
job of handling requests over to the Fingold

(continued on page 4)
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Buffalonians preserve memory of Sokolifke
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Since then. he says. abuut B bumper-
stickers have heen printed and dist bﬂu‘t
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They can be found on the cars armmy
Bafialunians who now live in Florida und
Virgiain.

The humperstickers can be ardered by
ealling Mew. Reme Guncdel at 8184675,

Why this interest in a village that hesn't
existed for 35 yenre?

Because “we're very proud of the people
that came from there,” Tir. Gelmas says.
And becuuse socond. and third-generation
Seluekifloers are trying tn capbuns sumeof thi:
camarnderie that sassted among the first
weneration emigrants

Lived and died together

fkers come t0 Buffalo,
&rr hv!d wﬂ!nlnlhe Faunt Sicke, ui

with & Sekolifker Talmud Torsh
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Living Cemetery in Chesktowaga.
Buffile war 2 “comycrer” frm Soker
lifke, . Fuy Dunkner af Wilkiame-
villa Charles Shusann's sister. Thedr moth.
ex. Mew. Chnika Shuman of Buffalo, is nt 56
th cibess Sakolifke nasive Eving in this
area.

Sakalifke, wuys Mrw Shuman, was “a
l.tnlmhhl«l." Jkgannmhn{ﬁddfe'nn
the Roof? “Just like Anstevka.”

Mrw. Shemin — swiden name Aloite —

wikd the oh‘leu atnu\ulhlmﬂ. four of whom
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Six aynagogues

Ths willigw hind Somr shochetim. one rbbi.
and six synagogues, vach of which had it
uwn chazan and Tornh-nusder, Tt did not
have & fiddler on the roof, Mres. an
ways, bt it did huve one dderly man w
aang and danced on tha rouf uf his boss
when affected hy halsday spirits.
Mrw Shussun was 12, she moved in
hee unele's farm — ten mibes from Sokolifie

Culluwing yuar

In 1918 the Shumans left Sokolifke.
iy lived fur noe v in Uman, a city 35
imiles from Sokulifke. and a few yeors in
Humnnia. In 1921 they took o bast from

Hissboty Qornipor. o Pilis, 113,
Shumura lived for o "
Shuman's usele i Philudeiphia. then came
Niwr! 7. Shuman's sister and
Shuman's

ater.
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“Many” Sokoliflores hnd settled bere by
shen, Mrs. Shuman says. Nenrly all found
work s fruit or junk poddlers A fiw
Sokolifkers settled in New York City.
Baston, Philadalphin usd Dotrois.

Why did most Sokolifkers come tn Buffalo?

Became peddiers

Because the “hest opporiunities” for work
existed bere. Mrs. Shaman snys. Few joba,

Mrs. Chaika
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o maile. Fm the win
@lanced casually after him . . .
Saldiers! A crowd of soldiers’
TMH ran out after him. He bold him w

arily unocrapied h
Mama, my sisterinlow, Prasin, with
e frve rannth obd i, and 1 with my
two yeur oid daughter, fled te the housesl
Dnvid Abramewits, # pooe man. His
Tnmmily won wch uied thicy were sleeping on
the oven for warmith.
Beside the door was a lasgs
Heyond that u bed. We cmc'ntd behind
thee w

Even to thin poor man's kouss, the
suliliars casne. But they did not enter. The

Shuman describes a pogrom

open door bid 5, saved us. 1t did notsave.
David Abramowits. The weidives shot
hian.

Now we cowernd under the bed, the
verpe of Thivid beside us. Threedays and
three mights we hid there.
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T\uu had been Like a hfluved futher to
a kind man i Wik BT

t .
nm rar hnr M: And for three days and
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hole im the b]n(klmlth shop. 'I'||w [uund
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run to Uhie home of Betay Ahesmowits,
David's. &
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We wrapped the
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fo my haby, und smens.
snasched it from her mouth.

In the morning, | went 1o another
wigchbar’s houss. She was = doctar

baby and saying.

.
Theen | usderstood that Tata was dead.
My hushand came from hidine. Hesent

e, by Beorwe nind wigton, 1 Vhe village of
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“Now you are & veal

and bury my futher and tw
thems the dend man | bad lain b.-m.
three duyr.

including thess of peddlers, weew available
tn imeigrants in other cities.

Many Sukolifkers were sble to start
preddling operations breause of nid from the
Hebrew Benevolest Ald Assocation, she

mays.
“The children and grandehildren of those
sellducated peddiers are mdu‘~ mllvv-
educated doctors and lawye
chants, und leaders of the Huﬂub Jmli‘
commenity.
Mr. Shumian worked as o eop-candler for
wis months here, before beginning work asa
unk podeler He resired s 1451, and diedin

'oln Shvoman raisel her four children,
e for two yems during Waeld War

i n- a siveter in & locsl asrplans facsory. In

spare time she wrote poetry and short
stoeles bn Viddish,
The wiiely Skokifurs in Huffslo formed &
greap called the Ustingrader Unterstitzung

Turing World War 1 and the
mumbers of the Verein sent clothes and
maney hﬂnﬂr—u remaining in Sokolifke.
They helped settlo e okl who cise
to Fuffalo, hdd annunl banquets, twice-

monthly social mestings, and coconsl

Similur groups were wtablished in New
Vork, Philadelphin, Boston and Dwtmit, but
the Buffule chapeer wae the langest.

Sold shule

The Soknlifker Shube, -huhwn foundud
about 1916, was smld in 1940, s the East
&wa;mmedmmwwmymmwm
rhway wection. The Verei fune.
In:\m( abaut I'\Mnm T gl
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died. and their d-umﬂnnln Inst imimmest.

A monument to the Sskolifkers killed in
e mn e drdicuted in’ 1864
&0 the Huly Urder of the

nl( imilar memorials have
et Socicnted 1o N—w Yeek City, nnd on
Kllﬂmlx Muhabﬂ Sadeh in Ilrnrl- an
Tl ‘s Bukalifkers sirver.

Durirg & trig t0 the Soviet Union (s 1965,

Dr, Gelman visitod the sie of Sokolifke. He

found no trace of the village or its cemetary.

He Jearmed that the village had km
ilated by the German Asmsy in W

I Barie apsicatvatal seelistian ks

beves built therr.

Might hold reunton

. Gelman gays the bamper.stickers an
an attumpl b kevp the memory of Sskolifke
from being forgoitis.

There is “a lithe hit of talk”
reunion of Sokolifters and their
e w, Lst v mction s Beery

abaut &

e b
the Verein mould probubly fai
v o i e, Thee are s woeld
10 conguer.”

Bt Mrs. Shumnn says “1 don’t want tn
furget it. | want my children to b
whiat happened 1o the Jewish pecple.”




