CHAPTER 1V
THE JEWISH POPULATION OF BUFFALO, 1938

By Urtsn Z. ExceLman
Executive Director, Bureau of Jewish Education, Buffalo

UEFFALQ covers an area of 42 square miles and in 194G ranked fourtcenth 1n
size in the United Statcs with a population of 575,901, an increase of about
3,000 since 1930. It has a large industrnial and commercial population.
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The enumeration of the Jewish population of Buffalo was conducted from
November, 1937 to February, 1938 with the aid of z score of Jewish college
students. For the purposes of this enumeration the official Bufalo census tracts
were subdivided into smaller enumeration areas, covering from two to six blocks.
Each canvasser was furnished with a map of the enumeration area assigned to
him, indicating the streets and house numbers he was responsible for canvassing.
The enumerators were instructed not to cross the houndaries of their areas and
to report to the office the families missed on the frst visit. Daily progress of the
canvass was recorded on a duplicate map in the office.

In districts known to have a considerable Jewish population there was 2
fiouse-to-house canvass. In districts where the population was known to be pre-
dominantly non-Jewish the enumeratars asked the persons they canvassed
whether their neighbors were Jewish, and in addition visited every store and every
third or fourch home and asked where in the neighborhood Jews lived.

The enumerators located 4,162 Jewish households and recorded data=for
15,193 individuals in these households. An estimated 766 Jewigh houscholdsmens
missed by the enumerators: 424 homes known to be Jewish were visited tweidhe+
and po one was found at home; 92 new names were found when the filled-in
schedules were cleared against a list of “shekel” payers and subscribers to the
Jewish Federation and other Jewish organizations in the city; and an additional
250 families were assumed to have been missed in the incomplete canvass of the
outlying “‘non-Jewish” districts. The average size of the Buffalo Jewish house-
hold, found in this study to be slightly less than 3.7, applied to the 766 non-
canvassed households yields roughly 2,B00 persons to be added to the enu-
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38 JEWISH POPULATION STUDIES

merated Jewish population of 15,193wilisstmubamssior-sidomiridofiplvinne. -
mmwmﬂ
~popuinein. With the exception of Table I, the figures presented below refer to
persons or houscholds actually interviewed, 4. e., to about 85 percent of the esti-
mated total number of Jewish households.

Neighborhood Distribution

Table I, which distributes the estimated 18,000 Jews in Buffalo by disttict,
indicates that over 80 percent of the Jewish population resided in four districts
of the city, Humboldt Park, North Park, East Side and Upper West Side, and
that almost half had their residence in Humboldt Park and North Park.?

TABLE 1
ESLIADAD R STT T TR i Thid, 130, ChiAME
<Pkl 8 CT
Bl " District . | Number Pervent
All istHicts. .o oo 18,000 100.0
Humboldt Park, . .................. 4,431 24.6
North Park (Hertel Avenue)........ 4015 22.3
Amherst and Parkside. . ............ 766 4.3
EastSide. .. ... ... ... ... ... 3,578 19.9
Upper West Side. .................. 2,356 16.1
PLower West Side. .................. 693 3.8
Others................ciii vl 1,621 9.0

Nativity

Of the 14,457 persons for whom data on nativity were gathered (Table IT),
9,264 {64.1 percent) were native and more than half (5,615 or 60.6 petcent) of
this group were born in Buffalo. The foreign born accounted for 35.9 percent of
the Jewish population. The ratio of foreign bom in the Jewish population was
high compared with the corresponding ratio in the city’s total white population in
1930 (20.6 percent). However, the Jewish population fell to a large extent in the
category of foreign stock, thac is, first- and second-generation Americans. &
fairer comparison, then, would be with the foreign white stock in the total popu.-
lation, in which the distribution of native and foreign born comes very close to the
distribution in the Jewish population, viz., 65.8 petcent native and 34.2 petcent
foreign born,

When the foreign-born Jewish population is distributed according to counntry
of otigin, Russia and Poland together apprared as the birthplace of theee out of
every four ¢f Buffalo’s foreign-born Jews. Among the foreign born, about 1 in
10 gave Germany or Austria-Hungary as their birthplace, The city’s proximity

1 Figures far each tract are available in unpnblished tablea
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to Canada no doubt accounts for the fact that one ont of every 25 forcign-born
Jews gave Canada as their birthplace,

TABLE Ii
JEWISH POPULATION, BUFFALO, 1g3R, CLASSIFIED RY COUNTRY
OF BIRTH
Country of birtl'l== Number | Pervent
Total. ... ... 14,457 100.0
Nabve. . .ov v ineieairriie s 2,264 100.0
Bornin Buffalo. ................. 5615 606
Bornelsewhere.................. 3,649 39.4
Foreignborn. ..................... 5,193 100.0
RUSSIZ. . o ooee e iiaeee e 3034 | 603
Poland..................cciis. 795 153
AUSIIIA . . . o iei et i 310 6.0
Canada. . .........cccviiinnnn nn 202 3.9
England.. ... ... . .ol it 171 3.3
Germany . ... vovviviiiranriaaas 171 33
¢y Rumamia.................cc.... 149 2.9
Hungary. ... i i, 98 1.9
Lithvama....................... 73 1.4
Other countties. . .ovvvvvnerrrnnn. 50 1.7

Sex Ratig and Age Comporition

The ratio of men to women was 100 to 96.8 (Table III), or slightly lower than
in the total population of Buffalo in 1930 (100 to 98.6). Among the foreign-horn
Jews, however, the ratio of men to women was 100 to 99.0, compared with 100 to
109.2 for the total population. On the basis of this comparison it appears that the
usual excess of men over women in a foreign-bom population did not hold for
Buffalo’s foreign-born Jews.

TARLE [iI

JEWISH POPULATION, MALE AND FEMALE, KUFFALO, 1g38,
CLASSIFIED B'l_" NATIVITY

Nadviey Male Female  Raucofmales
Total.................. S 7,472 7,721 96.8
Native..........ooono. .. 4,493 4,771 | 94.2
Foreign-born. . ........... 2,583 2,610 990
Nativity not reported... ... 396 340 ..
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The age composition of the population is important because it bears on the
size of the future Jewish population. T'able IV compares the age disttibution of
the Jewish populacion of 1938 with that of the total population of Buffalo in
1930. In a nortnal population pyrarmid the base step is larger than any step above
it, large encugh to be reduced by the expected rumber of deaths without becom-
ing smaller than the step above it when the lapse of time has moved it to that
step. However, in Buffaio the Jewish population is represented by a pyramid
whose base has shrunk, -Below the age group 20-24 each five-year gtoup was
considerably smallet than the one above it.

TARLE v

TOTAL POPULATION, BUFFALO, (930, AND JEWISH POPULATION, [938,
CLASSIFIED RY AGE-CRQUP

Jewish populatian, 1933

Tatal population |

in percent! Number Percent
All ages........ 100.0 213,631 106.0
Underi5......... 264 3,180 23.2
Under 5........ 8.3 857 6.3
L 9.1 1,072 7.7
10-14. . 9.0 1,251 9.2
15-29, . .. ........ 259 4,127 303
15-19. ......... 8.7 1,429 10.5
W24, ... ..., 8.7 1,450 10.6
529 ... 8.5 1,248 9.2
30-54............ 35.7 4,951 36.4
30-34.......... 8.5 1,130 8.3
3544.......... 16.2 2,160 15.9 .
45-54 . . ... ... .. 11,0 1,661 12.2
SSandover....... 12.0 1,373 10.1
5564, ......... 7.0 861 6.3
6574, ... ...... 3.7 422 3.1
75 and over. ... ... 1.2 50 0.7
Unknown......... 0.1

1 From Fifteesnth Census of the U, §., 7930, Population Builetin, New Yerk,
1 Not in¢luding {,561 persone whose agea were oot recorded.

In 1938, Jewish childten under 15 years of age formed 23.3 petcent of the
Buffalo Jewish population. By 1953, 15 years later, this group will be 15 to 29
years old. Thus, an age group (15 to 29) which constituted 30.3 percent of the
total Jewish population in 1938 will be replaced by a group constituting only
23.3 percent of that population, barring an influx of youthful immigrants and a
change in birth or death rates. These data point to g smaller and an older fatare
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Jewish population in Buffalo, In addition, if comparison with the 1930 data for
the total population is vakd, they would seem to indicate that the Jewish popula-
tion will decrease more rapidly than the total population, in which the two age
groups represent 26.4 and 25.9 percent, respectively, of the cotal.

OQccupations

There were enumerated 6,081 Jewish persans gainfully employed or seeking
employment (1'able ¥), with men owtnuebering women by more than three to
one. The vast majority, 82.4 percent, were employed by others. Among the
650 self-employed, 626 were men. One inevery 7 women, in contrast to about 1 in
every 25 men, was unemployed or had temporary employment.

TABLE ¥

GAINFUL WORKERS IN THE jEWISH POPULATION, MALE AND FEMALE,
BUFFALO, 1938, CLASSIFIED BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS

Gainful workers
el eyt etnigg. Tatal Male Female

"Nomher Percene Number Perceat | Number | Peecent

All classes. «o.vivuiennn.. .. | 6,081 1000 4,651 | 100.0 | 1,430 | 100.0
Self-employed................ 650 | 10.7 ] 626 | 13.5 24 1,7
EmpIOYeS. « « oo 5009 | 824 | 2,819 | 821 1,090 ' 832
Temporarily employed. ....... 103 1,7 51 1.1 52 3.6
Unemployed................. 319 5.2 155 33 164 11.5

Table VI shows that the three most usual oeeupations were: (1) elerks and
kindred workers, (2) proprietors, managers and officials, and (3) skilled workers.

TARLE VI

EMPLOYED PERSONS IN THE JEWISH POPULATION, MALE AND FEMALE,
BUF!‘KLO, 1938, CLASSIFIED BY OCCUPATION

Employed persons

Occopation Toral Male Female

| Number | Percent | Number | Percent Nnmbcr Percent

Total ... ...cov ... 5,659 | 100.0 | 4,445 | 1000 | 1,214 1000
Professional persons. ... .... 809 | 14.3 633 | 14.3 171 | 14.1

Proprietors, managers and

cals. ..o, 1,465 | 259 | 1,430 | 322 35 2.9
Cletks and kindred workers..| 2,015 | 356 | 1,069 | 24.0 946 | 77.9
Skilted workers. ... ....... 219 | 16.3 8§88 | 200 31 2.5
Semiskilled workers, ....... 171 3.0 163 3.7 8 0.7
Laborets....oovvenvnnnnnn. 182 3.2 171 38 11 0.9

Public service. . ........... 34 0.6 34 0.8 .. -
Unclassified. .............. 64 1.1 52 1,2 12 1.0
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Among the men, however, the modal occupational class was that of proprietors,
managers and officials {32.2 percent), with clerks and kindred workers second
{24 percent) and skilled workers third (20 percent). Among the employed women
almost 78 percent were classcd as clerks ot kindred workers and 14,1 percent as
professional persons, Approximately equal proportions of cmployed men and
women were in professional occupations. Semiskilled and unskilled workers
accounted for less than 7 percent of the total and public scrvice for less than one
percent.?

Among the 1,465 proprietors, managets and officials, 430 were wholesale or
rctail dealers. There were 383 hucksters and peddlers and 56 junk and waste
dealers. Among the establishments most frequently owned by Jews there were
114 food, grocery and poultry stores, 83 clothing stores and 30 furnirure stores.
Cigar, tobacco and candy stores, which are common among Jews in other cities,
were operated by only 21 Buffalo Jews. Half of the 82 Jewish manufacturers
madc clothing.

The 929 skilled workers (of whom 888 were mcn) are classificd by specific
occupation or trade in Table VII. By far the leading group of skilled workers
were the 216 tailors and dressmakers. Jewclry workers, mechanics, milliners
and paintcrs each numbered 39 to 52 pcrsons. Thercwas a wide scattering
among 45 other trades {(not all shown in the table), including one parachute
Jumper.

Among the 809 Jews practicing a prafession {Table VIIT), men outranked
women by almost four to onc. Among the men the leading professions were law,
teaching, pharmacy and medicine. Teaching and social work accounted for
almost 75 percent of all the women in the professions; there were only 4 women
lawyers and 3 women physicians,

Household Composition

At the time of the enumeration canvasscrs were instructed to include in the
farmly group only the fathcr, mother and immediate offspring. Other kith and
kin and unrelated Jewish persons residing in the same household were classified
as “other persons in the household ”; 704 ““other persons” were enumerated. If
two families shared a flat as co-tenanes a schedule was filled in for each.

The brokcn families, that is, those in which thc heads were widowed,
divorced or separated, nombered 548, approximately 13 percent of the total.
In more than two-thirds of these families (380) che husband was dcad. In 106
families the wife was dcceased, and in 62 families divorce or separation had
occutred,

* Comparisnh of these fignres with the occupational distnibution of the total population of Buffale
in 1934 is difficult not only because of the time intecrval but because of differences ih definiton of
occupation and in clamificadon, Detaled comparison with the occapational distriboticn of Jews in
other cities studied is also not feasible becanse the Buffale data were differently clasified.
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TABLE ViL
T TSR R T (oVETETA ST T )
SPECMBRMGL P ATION

Numbet of
W workecs

Total.~ ... s 929
Tailors, dressmakers. . ... ... .. ... . oiann, 216
ewelry workers. . ... .. il e 59
echanies. ... ..o e 53
MIIIIerS . e et e 53
Painters and paperhangers. . .....ooveiiiveriinnnnn 52
Cleaners and dyers, . ..o it e e 47
Barbers and bcautg parlor operators. . ..o ..vuvveinnn. 38
Carpenters and cabinet makers. . ... ................ 36
Foremcn, superintendents, €tC.. . .. ..ot vivneinnianns, 33
Bakers. o v e e e e 30
Contractors and builders. . ... .. ... o .. oLl 27
Bloctricians. . .. o oo ii i i e e e e 25
05 T4 L3 o 24
Furriers. . ... ... Bt s s aaseeaaetiuscerhantess 19
Tinsmiths. . ...t iii i iaaenn s e 12
lelegraih and telephone operators. . ... ... ... .. . 10
Shoemakers. . . . ... 9
Upholsterers. . . et e et i e e e 9
Watchmakers. ... .. ... e 3
Plumbers. . . i e e e i e B
Railroad workers. . .. ... ... . 7
Others and unclassified. .. ....... ... .. i iiiaon 154

TABLE VIII

JRWS ENGAGED [N PROFEBBIONAL SERVICR, BUFYALO, TO48,.
CLASSIFIED BY PROFESSION

Num- cr- Pr jon um- -
Frofession l;::T I.;cnt {co:‘n;ﬁgd) Nher i:e;:t
All professions......... 1309 | 180.0
Lawyers and judges...... 173 | 214 | Engineers............. 23| 28
Physicians and surgeons. .| 101 | 12.5| Architects, draftsmen and
Dentists. ..o...oovvvinns. 471 58| designers............. 6| 0.7
Optometrists and  opti- Authors and cditors. ....| 6| 07
CIANS. . oiiiiannans 10 1.2| Journalists and reporters.| 8 1.0
Chiropodists. . .......... 2| 10| Arusts... I Y T 11
Teachers.. .. ........... 167 [ 20.7 | Musicians. . ............ 0| 37
Sacial workers. ......... 30 3.7 | Entertainers.......... .. 5 0.6
Librarians. .. ........... 11 1.4 | Accountants, auditors and
Nurses. . .ooviviooona... 9| 1.1) otatisticlans.......... 231 2.8
Chemisty. . ............. 16 | 20| Miscellancous .......... 9| 36
Pharmacists ............ 100 | 12.4

 Includes 171 women, of whum 10} were teachers, 24 social workers, 2 libtarians, 9 nutses,
4 tawyats, J physicians.
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Sire of Family

Data on nativity of parents and number of children per family were obtained
for 3,640 families, ar 87 per cent of all enumerated families. Table 1X relates to
the 1,856 ““campleted " families in which the parents had been married 19 years
of more, and Tahle X to the 1,784 “incomplete” families in which the parents
had been married less than 19 years.

TABLE IX

COMPLETEL* JEWISH FAMILIES, RUFFALO, 193K,
CLASSIFIED BY NATIVITY OF PARENTS AND NUMBER (F CHILDREN

Completed families
Numberof children Al classes Barhpurenta | Roth papenes e mative
Number | Percent | Number Percent |Numher Percent Number Percent
|
Total ted
famiien . 1,856 1000 | 309 | 1000 | 1322 1000 225 100,
None......... 101 5s 38 12.3 44 3.3 19 8.5
178 9.6 5B 18.8 20 68 30 13.3
2 e 463 | 250 | 14 36.9 262 | 198 87 38.7
I 401 | 21.6 56 18.1 290 21.9 55 244
4. 264 15.8 20 6.5 252 19.1 22 9.8
S . 177 9.5 14 4.5 156 | 118 7 3.1
[ 120 6.5 4 1.3 111 8.4 5 2.2
7 or more...... 122 6.5 5 1.6 117 8.9 . .
4 Pacents married 19 years or more.
TABLE X

INCOMPLETE® JEWISH FAMILIES, BUFFALO, 1938,
CLASSIFIED BY NATIVITY OF PARENTS AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN

Incoiplete familica

Number of children Al classea Bm:ntt)izr:n“ Fl!:rtel.ilg,:la&.:;s on??:r;;svbe(;m
"Number  Percent | Number | Percent Number Pereent Number [ Percent
Total incomplete
families.. ,.....| 1,784 | 100.0 774 100.0 | 552 1000 458 100.0
None ......... 409 | 29| 236 30.5 88 15.9 85 18.5
) 561 J1.5 269 4.8 125 22.6 167 36.5
2., e 580 32.5 212 27.4 220 39.9 148 32.3
... 180 | 10.1 47 6.1 86 15.6 47 10.3
4 34 1.9 8 1.0 21 3.8 5 I.1
S 11 0.6 1 0.1 6 1.1 4 0.9
6or more. . ... . 9 0.5 1 0.1, 6 1.1 2 0.4

* Parents muartied less than 19 years.
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The largest families were those with both parents foteign born, both among
the incomplete and the completed families. Families of mixed parentage (one
parent native and one foreign born) were in general smaller than those with two
fareign-born parents and larger than those with both parents native. Among the
native parents there were only 25 families of more than four children and families
with no children were relatively frequent (274).

Table XI shows the mean and median number of children per family fot
each nativity group and for the completed and incomplete families. The average
(mean) number of children for all families, without distinction for duration of
marriage or nativity of parents, was 2.4. The variation in numbet of children
among the different categories of families ranged fromt a maximum of 3.7 for
completed families of foreign-born parents to a minimum of 1.1 for incomplete
families of native parents.

TABLE XI

MEAN AND MEDIAN NUMPBER OF CHILDREN PER FAM{LY 1IN THE JEWISH POPULATION,
BUFFALC, 1938, CLASSIFIED BY NATIVITY OF PARENTS

Mean humber of Median number of
childten children
Nabviry of parents All (lloe& Inm- All Com- In?om.
Families | iies | Families | ™€ | (romiies | Famihes
All families. . .............. 2.4 3.3 1.4 1.9 30 1.4
Both parents native.......... 1.4 22 1,1 1.3 20 1.1
Both parents foreign-born. . . .. 3.1 3.7 1.8 2.8 34 1.7
One native, ane foreign-born .. . .| 1.7 2.3 1.4 1.6 2.2 1.4

The medians for number of children per family ranged from 3.4 for completed
families, both parents foreign born, to 1.1 for incomplete families, both parents
native; the median for all families was 1.9. Inasmuch as American nativity of
the parents seems to be an important factor in the decreasing size of Jewish
families, the average size of the Buffalo Jewish family may be expected to grow
smaller as the proportion of native parents increases.

In comparison with 4.6 as the average number of children in American
Jewish families in 1890, found in a study of 10,618 scattered Jewish families®
these figures for Buffalo showed an almost SO percent decrease in the size of the
Jewish family in less than five decades. Small as the Buffalo Jewish family was,
however, it was probably larger than the average family in bigger industrial
centers. A study of Chicago families in 1920, which included * beginnings and

+ A study by the Sugron General of the United States: Fisal Staisstics of Fews im the United
Srates, Cemswy Bulletvn, no. 19, Decembee 30, 1890,
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ends of families as well as those of maximum size,” gave an average of but 1.8
children.t

Declining Size of Family

It is important to note that in the Buffalo Jewish population small families,
those with less than three children, though forming 63 percent of all families,
supplied only 33 percent of all the children, while larger families, thase with three
or more children, cantributed 67 percent of the child population, or double their
share. If the trend toward decreasing family size persists,the number of Jewish
families in Buffalo having three or four children will in future be considerably
smaller than it was in 1938. With this anticipated reduction in large-size families
will come a sharp decline in the number of Jews.

TABLE XII

PATERNAL GRANDPARENTS OF JEWISH FAMILIES, BUFFALO, 1938,
CLASSTFIED BY NATIVITY AND NUMBER OF CHILDREN

Paternal grandparcnis

Number of children per family

Foreign born | Native
Total. .oveiiinenneineanns 1,386 ' 90
(N 17 4
 JE T 67 25
B 134 24
O 175 9
[ IR 231 9
B e 226 11
O 158 4
. S 161 2
9. U 78 .
10 e e e e 49 1 .
|} DR 20 -1
l1Zormore. .. ... c...cc.u.n. 70 .
Median. ..o vveeeriannsnns 58 | 3.2

Further evidence that the size of the Buffalo Jewish family was decreasing in
comparison with the fanulies of the previous generation is presented tn Table
XII, showing the number of children in a group of families of paternal grand-
parents of the present peneration Buffalo Jewish families. Data for 1,386 foreign-
born and 90 native families yielded a median number of children for foreign-born
grandparents of 5.8, and for native grandparents of 3.2. Comparable figures for

163 ;}Dny, Monroe, Chicago Famities, A Study ¢f Unpublished Census Data (#1920 Census) (Chicago
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the completed fertile families of the present generation would be 3.4 for the
foreign born and 2.0 for the native (Table XI).

Family Size and Occupation of Father

When comparisons in family size are made according to the accupation of the
father (Table XIII), it appears that the professional group had the lowest median
number of children (1.4) and the semiskilled and unskilled group the highest
(2.2). The data obtained for the 1,1B6 completed families (in which higher
medians would be expected) vielded medians of 2.3 for families of professional
men, 2.8 for those of skilled workers and 2.9 for those of businessmen and of
semiskilled and unskilled workers. ’

TABLE XIlI

Heads of Jewish families

Number of children —
per femily Professivnil men | Skilled workers |  Bueinessmen uiﬁumﬂ:duﬁ:ﬁdm
Total......... 213 542 1,309 157
None........... 52 | 192 17
| N 66 114 420 24
P 65 149 552 54
B 19 2 307 30
L § 45 155 17
5L L 28 89 8
6........ e 2 15 50 5
2 1 6 25 o
. 2 2 13
L 1 1 3 ..
10or more....... .- .. 3 2
Median. ... ..... | 1.4 1.9 2.0 2.2

The differentiation observed in the size of Buffalo Jewish families in the
various occupational categorics was also discernible among the immediate fore-
bears, according to Table XIV. Thus, the median number of children among the
parents of the professional workers was 4.4, while for the parents of semiskilled
and unskilled workers it was 5.5,

Age at Marriage
Inasmuch as it presurnably has a bearing on family size and conscquently on
the size of the future population, the average age at marriage is correlated with
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TARLE XIV

PATERNAL GRANDPARENTS OF JEWISH FAMILIES, BUFFaLO, 1938, CLASSIFIED BY
SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUPING® AND NUMRER OF CHILDREN'

Sarmbas o choldent Patemal grandparents of

umber of e
per family Professionsl men | Skilled workers Businessmen ‘i'le;‘:-:ﬁ::;]fming
Total ... 1% 177 1,566 Y
) 7 & 27 5
2 26 34 86 3
1 J 26 55 175 6
. VA) 59 220 n
K 26 76 . 278 8
6. ... 32 77 242 19
2, 17 70 208 5
- 7 14 42 142 8
b 6 22 80 7

10.............. 3 11 49 2

| ) N 5 B 18 1

12 or more....... 3 17 44 11

Median. ... .. ... 4.4 5.1 | 5.0 5.5

* The socio-gconomic grouping of the present generation heads of families iy the baais for the
grouping of the grandparents,

socio-economic status and duration of marriage {Table XV)." There appeared
less variation in the median age at marriage for the completed families among
the different socio-economic groups than for the incomplete families. Among the
incomplete families, professional men were on the average more than two years
older at the time of marriage than men in semiskilled and unskilled work and con-
siderably older also than artisans ot businessmen.

TABLE XV

JEW15H FAMILIES, BUFFALO, I933, TLASSIYIED BY OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORY
OF FATHERS AND MEDIAN MARRIAGE AGE OF FATHERS AND MOTHEKS

Median marriage age
Category Completed familieg Incomplete familica
Kathets | Mathers Fathers BMathers

All categories. ... ............ 24.4 211 26.0 22.9
Professional men............... 24.3 | 22.6 26.9 23.4
Skilled workers. ... ............ 24.5 21.2 25.6 22.6
Businessmen. ,....o.ouvn. ... 24.0 21.0 26,0 228
Semiskilled and unskilled workers 24.2 21.5 24.6 21.8
Retired and unknown........... 49 21.4 27.5 .4

¢ See the wiitet’s “ Demographic Note on Baffalo Jewish Families,” in Jewish Social Studies,
val. iii (1941) 399408,
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For the completed families the range in median age of husbands at marriage
(excluding the retired and unknown} was from 2434 far artisans to 24 for business-
men; and for the wives from approximately 2234 for wives of professional men ta
21 for wives of businessmen. For the incomplete families (excluding the retired
and unknown} the professional men and their wives had the highest median age
at marriage, approximately 27 and 2314, respectively, and the semiskilled and
unskilled workers and their wives the lowest, approximately 2414 and 22,
respectively.

TABLE XV1

JEWISH FAMILIES, BUFFALO, 1938, CLASSIFIED CY OCQUPATIONAL CATEGORY
OF HEAD AND INTERVAL BETWEEN MARRIAGE AND BIRTH OF FIRST CHILD

Heads of Jewish families
Interval between : - Fe—T
m“:fi :S:Eﬂi]g'nh All classes Profr:s::nal 3:;}1:‘3; Businessmen|snd u.uﬁk.illcd Salespersons
WOrKers
Total. ... .. 1,885 229 427 750 128 354
lyear.......[ 682 58 180 290 46 108
2years...... 541 68 128 195 38 111
3 years...... 279 37 68 106 11 57
4 yeats...... 149 29 19 62 9 30
5 years...... 65 13 10 20 9 13
6 years...... Ly 11 7 19 2 13
7 years...... 26 4 4 9 1 8
8 years. .. ... 18 4 4 4 1 5
9 years. ..... 15 .. . 7 3 L1
10 years,..... 17 2 4 6 2 3
11 years or .
more. . ..... 41 3 2 32 3 |
Median number
of years. . ., 2.0 2.3 1.8 1.9 1.9 2.1

Comparing the completed families with the incomplete, it is apparent that
there was a rise in the age at marriage for each socio<conomic group. The
greatest rise occurred among professional men, who showed a difference of
more than two and a half years between those married 19 years or more and those
married less than 19 years. Among the women the wives of businessmen showed
the greatest increase in medjan age at marriage, slightly less than rwo years. The
least risc in age at marriage for both husbands and wives appeared among the
semiskilled and unskilled workers.

Since fecundity of women is known to decline after the age of thirty, it is
significant for family size to record the lapsc of time between marriage and birth
of the first child. These data were available for almost half, or 1,885, of the 4,162
families (Table XVI). This interval, expressed in median number of years, varied
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from 1.8 for the artisan group to 2.3 years for the professional group. Approxi-
mately one-third of all the couples for whom data were available had their first
child within one year of marriage and almost two-thirds had thetr first child
within two years of marriage. Only one-fourth of those engaged in the profes-
sions had their first child within one year in contrast to roughly two-fifths of
the artisans and semiskilled and unskilled workets whose first ehild was born
within one year after the date of marriage.

Summary

Several factors emerge from this study of the Jewish population of Buffalo
showing an unmistakable trend toward smaller families and a consequent de-
cline in the Jewish population, tesults which eorrespond to the findings obtained
in the pther communities studied as well. First is the factor of nativity: the
largest families were found among foreign-born parents and foreign-botn parent-
age was on the decline. Again, in cccupational groups the largest families were
those of semiskilled workers and laborers and the smallest those of professional
persons. Age at marriage was another important factor, and the Jewish men and
women of Buffalo in 1938 marrted at a later age than they did a generation ago.
The influence of these factors is seen in the tabies showing the number of children
per family and the age of the population.



